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  ith great pleasure I welcome you  
  to another edition of THE VOYAGE.  
  You may be a stakeholder, maritime  
  industry player, or someone just  
  interested in activities in the maritime  
  industry.

I am glad to announce that we have attained significant 
milestones in our mission of charting a good course 
for the maritime industry in Nigeria. Thanks to a very 
dedicated and resourceful workforce, and a record 
high participation of stakeholders.

The maritime industry is international in nature. It is 
one of the most internationally regulated industries 
in the world. Our activities and operations, therefore, 

certifying our 
steps in Progress

W
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Words on MarBle

ceo’S deSk

are aligned with global best practices.
We are certifying our processes for effective maritime 

administration. In line with the safety and operational 
standards set by the International Maritime Organisation 
(IMO). We have prioritised the certification of vessels 
plying the Nigerian waterways and exclusive economic 
zone, as well as those that man the ships. We are taking 
conscious steps to constantly improve the quality of 
training offered by the accredited Maritime Training 
Institutions (MTIs) in line with the Standard of Training 
and Certification for Watch Keepers Code (STCW Code). 
Our MTIs are being equipped and fortified with the 
requisite approvals and certifications in accordance 
with standards set by the IMO.

The Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety 
Agency (NIMASA) has entered into bilateral and 
multilateral agreements with institutions and bodies 
on the standardisation of maritime operations in the 
country. Our main focus remains to create opportunities, 
increase participation, encourage innovation, and sustain 
global attraction to our maritime industry.

The agency’s objective is to achieve and maintain 
safe, viable, and profitable shipping; cleaner waters; 
and enhanced maritime capacity for the country. We 
will persistently strive for brighter prospects within 
our maritime domain, and remain confident that the 
environment we provide for investors and stakeholders 
will always be worth their time, effort, and resources.

Dakuku Peterside

Dr. Dakuku Peterside, 
DG/CEO NIMASA

the oil and gas industry 
needs the maritime sector, 
particularly shipping which 

is international in nature, to 
thrive. the fact that shipping is 
international in nature makes 
collaboration, particularly at 
the regional level, inevitable.

– Dr. Dakuku PeterSiDe



  f marine life is critical to the existence  
  and sustenance of man and his  
  environment, then activities and  
  agencies associated with promoting  
  the wellbeing of the hydrosphere must  
  share in the attention we give to concerns  
  about the large bodies of water around 
the planet. Man must devote serious study and research 
to the ways of aquatic habitat to the benefit of mankind. 
We shun this focus at our own peril, given man’s heavy 
dependence on the seas and oceans.

In this edition of THE VOYAGE, we demonstrate 
how faithful we are to our mission: to protect the 
traditional sanctity of the waters and leverage on their 
bottomless potential for the growth of Nigeria and its 
teeming population, among other noble objectives. 
We highlight strategic and symbolic steps the country 
is taking to keep our operations within international 
standards through relevant certifications. We have 
assembled exclusive news and reports, informative 
features, incisive interviews as well as a gallery of 
pictorial recollection of activities involving industry 
stakeholders.

In this journal, you are going to be surprised, as 
some journalists were when they had an encounter 
with NIMASA Director-General, Dr. Dakuku Peterside. 

a Package 
of surprises

i
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from the editor-iN-chief

When all the newsmen expected was a story of the 
achievements of his agency, they got a refreshing treatise 
on how the economy of their country is linked to the 
safety and security of the Gulf of Guinea. NIMASA, he 
said, is part of that security paraphernalia.

An old hand in the sector, Engineer Emmanuel Ilori, 
weighs in on the side of Dakuku in an interview with 
THE VOYAGE crew.

When you read the news of NIMASA inaugurating 
Marine Litter Marshals to rid the oceans of toxic waste, 
you have the full-orbed picture of an agency determined 
to live up to its name. Built into the story is a warning 
that the advent of plastics for home and industrial 
use may have come to our aid somehow, but plastics 
have also become the number one pollutant to marine 
life and the environment. There is a complementary 
report: Plastic Pollution and Retardation of Marine 
Development. We are also presenting an analysis 
that looks at the seemingly intractable Lagos Ports 
congestion and its choking access roads. Our writer 
does not believe these challenges are mountains we 
cannot scale. He offers a rather uncanny antidote.

You have a sea of harvest in your hand! Happy fishing!
Bon Voyage!

Isichei Osamgbi
oUr vision oUr Mission

Isichei Osamgbi

To be the leading maritime 
administration in africa, advancing 

nigeria’s global maritime goals.

To achieve and sustain safe, secure, 
shipping, cleaner ocean and enhance 

maritime capacity in line with global best 
practices towards nigeria’s economic 

development.
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  hipping remains one  
  of the most regulated  
  activities in the world,  
  mostly because of its  
  universality and global  
  outreach with respect to  
  its positive impacts and 
the consequences of related incidents. 

s
the country has taken bold steps 
to train and certify seafarers in line 
with international standards.
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view to ensuring that maritime trainings are provided 
in accordance with stcw 78 as amended as well as 
other  relevant regulations.

the agency in its bid to ensure standardisation of 
maritime training has a stringent regiment for the 
assessment, auditing and approval of all maritime 
training Institutions in nigeria and below are the 
currently approved mtIs:

Western Zone
• Coastal maritime academy, ikoyi, lagos.
• Federal College of Fisheries and marine Technology, 

Victoria Island, lagos.
• Pem Offshore Training Center, lekki, lagos.
• Falck Prime atlantic, ipara, Ogun State.
• matral maritime Training Center, amuwo Odofin, 

lagos.

eastern Zone
• maritime academy of Nigeria, Oron.
• Charkin maritime Safety Center, Port harcourt.
• elkins marine Training Center, Owerri.
• Tolmann allied Services Nigerian ltd, Port harcourt.
• Kaygrill service limited, Port harcourt.

central Zone
• Joemarine institute of Nautical Studies and Research, 

warri.
• izisco Obos institute of maritime Studies and 

technology, warri.
• generic College limited, Warri.

It remains the global hub for the economy of the 
world and countries are adjudged by their shipping 
activities, which often define their prosperity.

since there are expensive machinery and equipment 
for the effective operation of a vessel, the personnel 
on such vessels must be properly trained and be 
certified as competent to carry out such functions 
effectively. as ships traverse the globe with different 
cargoes some of which are injurious to life and the 
environment, there is the need for a harmonised 
and standard training of personnel and construction 
of such vessels. furthermore, as there is disparity in 
resources and wealth of nations, there is always the 
risk of standardisation where poorer countries could 
compromise on standards.

however, the International maritime Organisation 
(ImO) sets the minimum safety standards in training, 
construction, and all maritime-related activities with 
the aim of eliminating subjective considerations and 
actions. To have qualified personnel to run these ships 
and their equipment, there is need for adequate and 
acceptable levels of training; and this is addressed by 
the Standard of Training and Certification for Watch 
keepers code, popularly called stcw code. this is 
incorporated into the training syllabus of the maritime 
training Institutions (mtIs) as approved by the maritime 
administration and their subsequent certifications.

regulation I/8 of the stcw 78 as amended requires 
administrations to continuously monitor mtIs in their 
domains. the agency has continuously encouraged 
effective monitoring of all mTi’s in the country with a 

coVer
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• Conarina maritime academy, abraka. 
with the requirement in the recent amendment in 

the standard of training certification and watch keeping 
(stcw 78 as amended), popularly called stcw 2010 
manila amendments, with recommended additional 
courses, the administration has approved four additional 
mtIs /simulators centres namely:
• DaC maritime Training Centre, amuwo Odofin, 

lagos.
• hudson Trident Simulator Centre, lekki, lagos.
• maritime Centre of excellence (NlNg), bonny, Port 

harcourt.
• maritech industrial and management Research 

development centre, warri.

stcW concePt

nigerian certified seafarers according to 
CAPACitY/LiMitAtion)

the nigerian maritime administration is currently 
administering the following categories of Certificates 
for mariners:

coVer

CAPACITY AREA 
LIMITATION TONNAGE LIMITATION

MASTER

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE LESS THAN 500GT – II/3

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE LESS THAN 3000GT – II/2

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE UNLIMITED ( > 3000GT) – II/2

UNLIMITED UNLIMITED  - II/2

c o m p e te n c y 
knowledge 

– Understanding 

– Proficiency

– outcome base 
learning

knowledge    

– theoretical
– lecture / 

tutorial
– e-learning
– self-learning 

– assessment

Understanding

– case studies
– Problem based 

learning
–  Project / 

assignment 
gaming

– assessemnt

Proficiency

– Practical skill 
–  experiential 

learning

– assessment

stcW 2010 – training Methodology



deck

engine
sUMMary of cocs issUed By the agency since 

incePtion
decK   (naVIgatIOn) 
master unlImIted - (II/2) nIl
chIef mate unlImIted - (II/2)  nIl
OOw decK unlImIted - (II/1) 339
master >3000gt ncV - (II/2) 28
chIef mate >3000gt ncV - (II/2) 58
master<3000gt ncV - (II/2) 344
chIef mate <3000gt ncV - (II/2) 283
OOw <3000gt ncV - (II/1) 488 
master 500gt ncV- (II/3) 179
chIef mate 500gt ncV- (II/3) 49
OOw 500gt ncV - (II/3) 52

10  thevoyage 2018 q2
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CHIEF 
MATE

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE LESS THAN 500GT - II/3

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE LESS THAN 3000GT - II/2

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE UNLIMITED (>3000GT) - II/2

UNLIMITED UNLIMITED  - II/2

OOW
UNLIMITED UNLIMITED – III/1

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE LESS THAN 3000KW – III/1

ABLE SEAFARER 
ENGINE UNLIMITED UNLIMITED  – III/5

RATING FORMING PART OF 
AN ENGINE ROOM WATCH UNLIMITED UNLIMITED – III/4

ABLE 
SEAFARER 
DECK

UNLIMITED UNLIMITED  – II/5

ELECTRO TECHNICAL 
OFFICER UNLIMITED UNLIMITED – III/6

ELECTRO TECHNICAL 
RATINGS UNLIMITED UNLIMITED – III/7

OFFICER ON 
NAVIGATIONAL 
WATCH

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE LESS THAN 500GT – II/3

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE LESS THAN 3000GT – II/1

UNLIMITED UNLIMITED  – II/1

SECOND 
ENGINEER 
OFFICER

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE LESS THAN 3000KW - III/3

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE UNLIMITED (>3000KW) – III/2

UNLIMITED LESS THAN 3000KW - III/3

UNLIMITED UNLIMITED

RATING FORMING PART OF A 
NAVIGATIONAL WATCH UNLIMITED UNLIMITED  – II/4

CAPACITY AREA 
LIMITATION TONNAGE LIMITATION

CHIEF 
ENGINEER

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE LESS THAN 3000KW  - III/3

NEAR COASTAL VOYAGE UNLIMITED (>3000KW) – III/2

UNLIMITED LESS THN 3000KW – III/3

UNLIMITED UNLIMITED – III/2
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engine
chIef engr unlImIted - (III/2) nIl
2nd engIneer unlImIted - (III/2) nIl
OOw eng unlImIted - (III/1) 684
chIef engr >3000Kw ncV - (III/2) 198
2nd engIneer >3000Kw ncV - (III/2) 170
chIef engr <3000Kw ncV - (III/3) 18
2nd engIneer <3000Kw ncV - (III/3) 431
OOw <3000Kw ncV - (III/1) 787

coVer
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offering iSPS courses with a view to adequately 
address this issue of global security threat before 
certification is given to the operators.

Maintenance of qUality and streaMing of 
certification Process

the agency through its quality assurance and in line 
with international guidelines is geared towards ensuring 
the integrity and quality of trainings for the country’s 
seafarers and key in the process is the effort to ensure 
quality delivery at the mtIs.

the processes are as follows:
1.   Internal Process: this involves thorough process 

to ensure that all applicants undergo stringent 
screening process to ensure that the schools meet 
the minimum criteria with respect to equipment, 
lecturers and mode of delivery. the inspections 
are covered under an approved checklist “mstc 
guideline”. the guideline is subjected to frequent 
reviews and updating to address the challenges 
of the day.

2.   external (5 yearly audit by external body): In line 
with section a I/8(3) of the stcw code (Quality 
standards), the agency has adopted the engagement 
of external assurance organization for the audit of 
all nImasa approved mtIs.

3.   International (bilateral agreement)
a.   Recognition of Foreign Certificates – The administration 

only endorses certificates from other administrations 
that we have bilateral agreement (mOu) with.

coVer

under the leadership of dr. dakuku adol Peterside 
in the last two years, there has been tremendous 
improvement in the aspect of seafarer’s Certifications 
and the following achievements were recorded;
·   success in monitoring of the approved maritime 

training Institutions/ simulator centres across the 
country, to ascertain their standard of training and 
certification as well as their level of Compliance with 
the national/International laws and regulations.

· the technical support audit on man, Oron carried 
out by International maritime Organisation at the 
request of the Interim management committee (Imc) 
as set up by the honourable minister of transport 
with the approval of the Vice President of nigeria. 
the agency management was fully involved and 
had given this a top priority to ensure that all issues 
raised are completely dealt with.

 The afore listed interventions and other efforts 
have given the nigerian seafarers platform to 
undergo training in modern technology in areas of 
high Voltage training, dynamic Positioning, human 
element/leadership management and electronic chart 
display Information system courses (at operational 
and management levels) thereby helping them to 
save cost and boost the country’s economy.

· also, with the introduction of IsPs code after the 
horrific effect of the September 11, 2001 terrorist 
attack on the world trade centre, new york, this 
has prompted the agency to ensure thorough 
checking and monitoring of mtIs in the country 
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niMasa donates relief 
Materials to idP camps 
…as Dakuku calls for more support  
…Borno, adamawa, Benue, Bakassi, 
others get relief materials  

NewS

  n line with the corporate social  
  responsibility (csr) initiative of the  
  nigerian maritime administration and  
  safety agency (nImasa), relief materials  
  have been donated to some Internal  
  displaced Persons (IdP) camps across some  
  affected states in Nigeria, while the 
director general of the agency, dr. dakuku Peterside 
used the opportunity to call for more support from 
well-meaning Nigerians and corporate organizations. 

the nImasa dg who was speaking at one of the 
IdP camp in abuja noted that people at the IdP camps 
across the country are integral part of nigeria; hence 
they should not be neglected nor discriminated. 

“We must share in the grief of our fellow citizens, 
as no one wishes to find his or her self in any camp, 
knowing fully well that the comfort there is minimal. 
let me also assure you that in no distant time from 
now, you will all return to your abodes as the federal 
government is committed to ensuring that your 
safety is paramount. for us in nImasa we are not 

i
just concerned about the well-being of the maritime 
sector, but as a corporate socially responsible agency, 
we are concerned about your welfare; this is why we 
are here to support you the best way we can,” dr. 
Peterside said.  

the dg who was represented in the camp by the 
agency’s Director, Special Duties in charge of external 
relations and technical cooperation, hajia lami tumaka 
noted that the agency will continue to support all 
initiatives by the federal government to ensure their 
welfare and safety is guaranteed. 

Similarly, the agency’s Director of internal audit, 
mr. Victor Onuzuruike represented the agency at the 
gubio IdP camp in maiduguri, borno state to present 
items to them. 

while presenting the items, he noted that nImasa 
as a responsible agency will continue to work with 
relevant institutions in the country to provide relief 
to all nigerians experiencing one disaster or another. 

“as a sign of love and in recognition of the need to 
continuously offer succor to alleviate the challenges 



thevoyage 2018 q2 15

NewS

Leader of the Nigerian Maritime 
Administration and Safety Agency 

(NIMASA) Team, Director, Special 
Duties, Hajia Lami Tumaka (middle) 

and staff from the Abuja zonal 
office, presenting relief 

materials to the National 
Emergency Management 

Agency  (NEMA) officials 
at the Internally 

Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) camp, Durumi, 

Abuja.

hope that the gesture is taken in the spirit in which 
it is given”.

receiving the materials in the various states, 
local governments and communities visited, the 
representatives of the national emergency management 
agency (nema) and some of the local chiefs in the 
visited areas were on ground to receive the items 
that were bought by the agency. they unanimously 
expressed gratitude to the agency and noted that 
the materials donated will be used appropriately. 

some of the states the agency visited includes; 
adamawa, bayelsa, benue, borno, cross river, edo, 
lagos, niger, rivers, yobe and the federal capital 
territory, abuja.

It may be recalled that aside from the regulatory 
and promotional functions of nImasa, the agency has 
always been at the fore front of promoting corporate 
social responsibility (csr) initiatives in the country as 
demonstrated severally in various parts of the country. 
The agency has rendered assistance to victims affected 
by insurgency and flood amongst others.

and the sufferings of our internally displaced brothers 
and sisters spread across nigeria, nImasa brings you 
glad tidings. we have come not with a heavy heart, 
but with a message of love and assurance, he said”.

at the camp in the Odiereke-ubie community 
of ahoada west local government area of rivers 
state and bakassi area of cross river state, the 
head, corporate communications of the agency, mr. 
Isichei Osamgbi who also represented the agency 
stated that NimaSa will not relent on its efforts to 
complement the efforts of the Federal government 
in ensuring that the iDP’s across the country are 
well catered for. 

In his words, “we understand your circumstances, 
we feel your pains, we know your needs; therefore, 
we as an agency of government will continue to 
extend our hands of fellowship to support you. we 
share in the pains you are passing through, hence 
this efforts which is aimed at reducing such pains. 
we are indeed touched by your situation and it is 
in the spirit of love that we make this donation. we 
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capacity Building: 
niMasa signs MoU with 
World Maritime University

NewS

  he nigerian maritime administration and  
  safety agency (nImasa) has signed a  
  memorandum of understanding, mou  
  with the world maritime university,  
  malmo, sweden, to develop human  
  capacity for the nigerian maritime  
  sector.

speaking shortly after the signing of the mou, the 
director general of the agency, dr. dakuku Peterside 
who led a delegation from nigeria to malmo, expressed 
optimism that the mou will help the agency realise 
its strategic plans to reposition the nigerian maritime 
sector for greater efficiency, adding that it is in line with 
the ongoing reforms being championed by President 
muhammadu buhari and the honorable minister of 
transportation, rt. hon. rotimi amaechi.

“this mou with wmu is an important element of the 
strategic reforms and repositioning of nImasa to be 
the leading maritime administration in africa. this is 
also part of ongoing reforms of the maritime sector 
in nigeria which the President of nigeria and minister 
of transportation are championing. the partnership 
with Wmu is in line with the four pillars of NimaSa’s 
medium term growth plan which addresses capacity 
building and particularly raising a new generation of 
forward-looking maritime policy makers and regulators,” 
dakuku said.

accordingly, the mou covers academic, collaborative 
and reciprocal activities in the fields of training and 
research to be provided by wmu geared towards 
building capacity to grow the nigerian maritime industry. 

arrangements relating to fellowship funding for the 
wmu m.sc programme are included as well as the 
m.Phil programme offered in cooperation with the imO 
International maritime law Institute (ImlI) in malta. 
Further, the mou provides for NimaSa officers to take 
advantage of Wmu’s distance learning portfolio as 
well as executive Professional development courses 
to reinforce the capacity of its staff.

dakuku, who expressed gratitude to the President 
and management of wmu for their cooperation, also 
gave a firm commitment that NimaSa will actively 
implement the provisions of the mou.

On her part, the President of the wmu, cleopatra 
doumbia-henry, hailed the signing of the mou and 
expressed optimism that it will help support Nigeria’s 
economic growth and the competitiveness of its 
maritime industry, adding that it also supports the 
Wmu’s commitment to the uN Sustainable Development 
goals (sdgs).

In her words, “we are delighted with the engagement 
with nImasa in the framework of this mou which will 
set the stage for a new partnership with nigeria. It 
will also help support Nigeria’s economic growth and 
the competitiveness of its maritime industry as well 
as advance the maritime interest of the country. this 
mou also supports Wmu’s commitment to the uN 
sustainable development goals (sdgs), especially goal 
4 which focuses on ensuring inclusive and equitable 
quality education and promoting lifelong learning 
opportunities for all, and goal 14 which covers ocean 
issues, including maritime.”

t

dakuku (left) and doumbia-henry at the signing of 
the mou in sweden
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  fficiency and effectiveness in business  
  have over the years been attributed  
  to the private sector, especially as a  
  means to drive growth in businesses,  
  thereby bringing about huge profits  
  and turnover on investment.

  today, the narrative is changing as the 
diversity of services the government must deliver calls 
for the adoption of the use of Information technology 
to perform its functions in order to achieve maximum 
productivity.

there is a common saying that “the business of 
government is to remain in business”. this can only be 
achieved when there is a conducive environment and 
a level playing field, void of bureaucratic bottlenecks 
for investors to do their businesses in nigeria.

for instance, since the federal government adopted 
the treasury single account (tsa) whereby government 
agencies remit all funds generated to the central 
bank of nigeria (cbn) it has helped the government 
save more money and have a good idea of its income 
across ministries, departments and agencies (mdas).

currently, nigeria is grappling with low prices of 
crude oil, ranging from $60 to about $70 per barrel, 
which has prompted the government to look for 
other means of funding its budget; hence the issue 
of diversification of the economy became a major 
subject matter to consider.

One of the areas that need attention and government 
support is the maritime sector, which is capable of 
funding over 50 per cent of the country’s budget, if 
properly harnessed.
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Boosting nigeria’s gdP 
through single data 
Window in Maritime sector

e

feature



the nigerian maritime administration and safety 
agency (nImasa) is the regulatory agency for driving 
the processes of the country’s maritime sector, alongside 
other agencies that play one role or the other at the 
nation’s ports. These include the Nigerian Ports authority 
(NPa), Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC), Nigerian 
customs service (ncs), nigeria Immigration services 
(nIs) and the national Inland waterways authority 
amongst others.

with respect to the multiple goals of government, 
Information communication technology (lct) has 
become very imperative as a tool for generating, 
storing and retrieving information with ease and in 
a pragmatic manner at any particular time with the 
touch of buttons, which coincides with the ease of 
doing business initiative of the federal government 
of nigeria.

undoubtedly, the desire for effectiveness and efficiency 
as essential goals of government enterprise calls for 

the use of modern technology if these objectives must 
be achieved for the overall interest of the citizenry.

speaking at a fora recently, the director-general 
of nImasa, dr. dakuku Peterside, said the agency 
was pushing for a single data window system for all 
activities in the nigerian maritime sector in such a 
way that data required will be available on a single 
platform, as a maritime data bank to help engender 
the nation’s rapid economic growth.

“we are pushing for a single data window system in 
the maritime sector, whereby nImasa, the nigerian 
Ports authority (NPa), Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC), 
nigerian customs service (ncs) and other relevant 
government agencies in the sector will share a common 
platform for data on all vessels calling at our ports and 
the activities. this will make it easy for the national 
bureau of statistics to capture the contributions of 
the maritime sector to the gdP of the country to 
enable those who make use of the figures to grow 
the economy achieve better results,” he said.

the single window is a system where all facilities are 
available in one place. It is a trade facilitation idea, as 
such, the implementation of a single window system 
enables international (cross-border) traders to submit 
regulatory documents at a single location or single 
entity.

in this era, where all processes are being digitalized 
and automated, it makes it easy for shippers and their 
agents to access a single portal, rather than physically 
going to the various government agencies, which is 
time-consuming and time is a critical factor to any 
successful trade.

furthermore, the single window will discourage 
any form of sharp practices as it will limit access to 
human contacts, thereby allowing for transparency 
in the processes.

also, the minister of transportation, rt. hon. rotimi 
amaechi, at a stakeholders event gave the assurance 
that the President buhari administration was determined 
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to harness the potential of the transport sector so that 
it can have an overwhelming positive impact on the 
gDP, influence the growth of the nation’s economy 
through market expansion, create opportunities for 
foreign trade, competition, foreign exchange earnings, 
and serving strategic national interests like wealth 
creation and employment generation.

government’s determination to fully harness the 
opportunities in the sector is a noble idea that will 
transform the nigerian economy. however, the only 
way to realize this is to fully automate all its processes 
and encourage all relevant government agencies to 
embrace the single window platform as it will definitely 
foster the ease of doing business idea.     

the single window is a method that has been adopted 
by many countries to facilitate trade and generate 
revenue at their ports, which nigeria must urgently 
adopt as it will aid trade facilitation.

trade facilitation is about increasing national 
trade competitiveness by enhancing import, export, 
shipment procedures and information dissemination 
among government agencies, businesses and other 
persons who render one service or another for ease 
of transportation via the various means vis-a-vis the 
sea, air and land transport.

when there is a seamless trade facilitation process 

through the single window portal, it boosts investors’ 
confidence, as the turn-around-time will be reduced, 
thereby allowing room for more entrants into the 
nation’s ports.  The government also needs to show 
the necessary political will in the implementation 
of a single window platform at the ports to reduce 
cost and increase the compliance level of shippers 
and their agents.

the private sector is not also left out as it has roles 
to play in ensuring that government fully realise the 
opportunities in the maritime sector, because collaboration 
is a hallmark to establishing a robust maritime sector. 

If properly put to use, the single window system 
will boost the competitive advantage of the country; 
thereby making it to be at par with its counterparts in 
other maritime climes. more revenues will be generated; 
many jobs both direct and indirect will be created; 
and it will increase foreign direct investment to the 
nigeria market.

conclusively, the single window system will aid 
information sharing amongst government agencies at 
the ports, thereby bringing about timeliness, reduction in 
human interface and increased transparency, effectiveness 
and efficiency at the ports amongst other benefits 
with the overall aim of boosting the gross domestic 
Product (gdP) of the nigerian economy.
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  ou are part of the committee trying  
  to improve the Nigerian Ship registry  
  (NSr). How is the assignment progressing?

  the nigerian ship registry (nsr) review  
  committee, which I chair, is to look at  
  the nigerian ship registry with the  
  aim of reviewing and reorganising it to 
meet global standards. the committee is made up of 
stakeholders and staff of NimaSa. it is a compact group 
with the mandate to rejig the nigerian ship registry 
with three critical objectives, namely, answering the 
questions as to whether the nsr is business friendly, 

y
does it have people with integrity, and is it globally 
acceptable?

remember that the nsr is more or less the entry 
point to the nigerian shipping Industry and it needs 
to be able to attract necessary businesses to drive the 
nigerian maritime industry. so that is what we have 
been trying to do.

Have you made any remarkable findings so far, 
especially as it relates to the fundamental challenges?

to be honest with you, we are not expecting to 
have an easy ride, otherwise, we would not have been 
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ship registry, tells the voyage 
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country’s ship registry more viable 
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international standards
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called to look at the challenges and the objectives to 
proffer solutions. So we have looked at some of the 
fundamentals to the establishment of the registry. 
Don’t forget that the Registry itself was established by 
statue, so it is a statutory functional part of nImasa. 
and nsr, as it were, is a closed registry, which took its 
permission from the old british shipping act, and then 
we had the nigerian shipping act in addition to that. 
furthermore, we have gone on to imitate the american 
cabotage. these are all closed systems designed to 
drive positive indigenous participation in shipping, but 
there have been challenges here and there. That’s one 
of the things we looked at.

we have looked at the working environment of the 
registry itself because the working environment is very 
critical to the achievement of the various objectives. 
and we have found a few challenges that will need 
to be corrected.

Its business interaction and the business interface 
are very critical as well. we have interacted with the 
business community, those who actually use the services. 
this is to enable us identify what their experiences 
are interacting with the registry and what issues they 
have and how can we proffer solutions to make it 
more business-friendly.

we have also looked at some of the technical aspects 
of the Ship Registry. Don’t forget that the ships coming 
into the nigerian registry need to comply with certain 
statutory requirements. we looked at the ability to 
regulate and ensure compliance with these statutory 
functions. what are the technical capacities available 
to ensure compliance? are there any bottlenecks? the 
service on the part of the registry or on the part of 
those using the services. and we examined those who 
actually commission the use of the vessels. those who 
actually commissioned the purchase of the vessel; what 
are the expectations of the ship-owners?

we are looking at a process where those who will 
come to use the registry are comfortable and we are 
as well comfortable to be able to provide necessary 
services that will drive the industry and maintain global 
accountability.

Don’t forget that for some time now in Nigeria, we 
have been aspiring to get to the ImO council. now we 
want to make sure that the nigerian ship registry will 
be a selling tool. I mean, would be globally acceptable. 
by this, we are then looking at some of the challenges 
or the perception of our registry. whether there are 
perceptions or whether they are real in order to be 
able to proffer solutions. and one of the things we are 
looking at is to benchmark the nigerian ship registry 
against some of the very best in the world. what is 
making people run to some of these registries? what 
are their business operating platforms, and then we 
can say what we can do to make sure that the nigerian 
ship registry is comparable with the very best in the 
world. naturally, it deserves to be one of the very 
best in the world and that is part of the things we 
have been doing in recent times.

When are you expected complete your work?
luckily, this administration has said that it is going 

to be an implementation committee. It is not like the 
past where you have a complete setup and, then, 
they make recommendations and write reports. the 
system is awash with very many reports that are not 
implemented. so this present administration needs 
to be congratulated for that decision that this is an 
implementation committee. look at the challenges and 
let us work together to implement the recommendations. 
so it is a rolling function that would make sure you 
find solutions at the end of the day. Now that is why 
you find the committee of not just industry experts, 
you have NimaSa people as well. it is a joint effort 
to make sure we find the best solution.

How do you see the whole reorganisation process 
being driven by Dr. Dakuku Peterside?

When the minister came on board, one of his first 
appointments was with respect to nImasa and then 
dr. Peterside was appointed.  he was to carry out and 
set up a committee that will reform nImasa. and now 
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the committee has drawn membership from industry 
experts and those who actually understand the sector. 
we looked at the whole nImasa and there were so 
many recommendations that were presented to the 
honourable minister. I am sure that dr. Peterside, who 
chaired that committee, took that report to be able 
to implement the recommendations.

Don’t forget that prior to the present administration 
nImasa had a lot of negative publicity. It was an uphill 
task initially to turn around that negative perception 
of the organisation and I believe in the last few years 
the perception of nImasa has changed. nImasa is 
becoming more and more publicly accepted. we now 
see more professional engagements with nImasa, 
which was not the case in the past. we see better 
engagement with the users of the services of nImasa, 
we are beginning to see that nImasa is able to make 
contributions to the gross domestic Product. but the 
important thing is that the maritime industry itself 
should be part of the economy. One major thing that 
we need to understand now is that it’s been identified 
that the sector should be part of the drivers of the 
national economy.

So how would you score Dakuku in terms of 
performance in the last two and a half years since 
his appointment?

One thing that we always talk about is the political 
part of the maritime industry. being able to take the 
industry into the political arena is very important because 
it takes political will to implement change and the 
fact that we have somebody who is well rooted in 
politics, so he is able to articulate the position of the 
maritime sector and that is very important. the other 
technical aspect of it will fall into place once there is 
a political will to implement the technical decisions. In 
terms of being able to articulate the policies of the 
maritime sector, I can tell you we have achieved a lot 
because we don’t have a maritime politician but we 
have somebody who is passionate about the sector 

and at the same time he is a politician. so he speaks 
the language of the politician and at the same time 
he wants to understand the maritime sector. I think 
that is one of the positive things that we can take 
away from his appointment.

the maritime industry has come up positively in the 
last two and a half years. Yes, there’s still work in 
progress, but there are a lot of achievements we can 
point to. we can begin to see the light at the end of the 
tunnel with better engagement with the professional 
community. also, don’t forget that NimaSa is purely a 
technical organisation that sees to the implementation 
the various technical recommendations from ImO to 
determine shipping development. these are technical 
issues and I am sure they will come into place with time.

Do you think the ease of Doing Business initiative 
of the Federal Government has improved transactions 
and engagements in agencies like NiMaSa, Nigerian 
Ports authority, Shippers council, and Nigeria customs 
Service?

we still need to be able to measure the improvements 
and we need to be frank with ourselves. we are not 
there yet but the fact that there is awareness, that 
there is a need to begin to engage with the challenges, 
is a good starting point. then we have at the moment 
the parochialism within the sector. It is not healthy 
where everybody is fighting on individual basis. i think 
there is need for synergy because a united maritime 
sector that is integrated is to the advantage of not 
only the industry, it also serves as an advantage where 
you require one information that is common to all of 
them, then that information should be as accurate 
as possible. whether it is ships coming to port or 
whether it is by tonnage, whether it is by technical 
standard of the vessel, whether it is about access to 
the port or whether it is about navigation, whether 
it is about ship regulations, the information should 
be readily available to all the agencies. the need to 
share a common platform cannot be overemphasised. 
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but I believe with the development of ease of doing 
business, some of these agencies will come together 
and there will be better synergy.

Do you think Nigeria should maintain a closed 
registry, or there is need for a hybrid, as some have 
recommended?

this is very important but we need to be able to 
benchmark our position against some of the best 
in the world. at the moment, we are not. we are 
open-minded in terms of the recommendation. 
those who advocate closed registry advocated for 
closed registry for good reasons. so we need to look 
at the best interest of nigeria. In this case, nigeria 
first, so Nigerian businesses are first. how much can 
we stem the foreign exchange drain in terms of the 
shipping industry itself? so we need to look at that 
holistically and then come to the best, that is what is 
best for nigerian business. what is going to promote 
us externally? what is going to grow our tonnage 
positively? what are the best recommendations? the 
best technical resolutions that we need to adopt to 
drive a quality flag registry. ultimately, we want to 
see a quality flag and it is not just jack of all trade 
but it is going to be the best for nigeria. when a 
vessel flies Nigerian flag, we want to be proud of 
anywhere that vessel goes. that this is a vessel 
that is fit to fly Nigerian flag. it is not just about 
moving around with substandard approach, no, 
it is going to be what’s best for Nigeria and 
what’s best for the businesses.

talking about what is best for Nigeria, 
what is your take on the cabotage act?

let’s look at the Cabotage act; it is a 
fantastic piece of legislation. It is protective, 
it is designed to protect our indigenous ships. 
the americans, when they kick-started it, 
they realised that foreigners were taking 
away their trade. they wanted to create 

jobs and they knew they had the ability, the technical 
competence to build ships. now, that is one of the key 
issues we have in nigeria. with respect to cabotage, 
we have not identified it as a technical tool. When we 
put the technical aspect in place that would ensure 
the success of cabotage then, of course, naturally, 
cabotage is going to succeed. we know the trade is 
there, what stops us from designing a process that 
will ensure that cabotage vessels are built in nigeria. 
we need to invest in the process. what are we doing 
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to ensure that we have the manpower that will man 
these vessels because it is part of the requirements? 
then the business community, what are they doing 
to ensure that they put the funding in place or that 
the funding is in place that will ensure the success 
of Cabotage? These are fundamentals and that’s why 
cabotage, 14 years after, is still not there, so people 
will be chasing waivers to comply with cabotage until 
nothing will happen.

Do you think the cabotage act in its present form 
can significantly contribute to the development of 
local capacity, or there should be some amendment?

well, have we exhausted what we have? what are 
we doing to ensure we exhaust it? if there’s need 
for amendments, yes. ask those who understand the 
sector properly, not those who don’t understand the 
sector. they will come around and tell you, these are 
the things we need to do and then if there is need to 
go back to the national assembly they will go back 

to the National assembly. but, first and foremost, we 
need to put in place a structure that will eliminate the 
need for waiver.

in Nigeria, do we have the specification of the vessel 
that we need? at the moment, we don’t because these 
are technical solutions that need answer.

What can be done to sustain the current improvement 
in maritime security in the country?

We need to congratulate NimaSa for its effort with 
the nigerian navy to reduce criminality on our waters. 
however, we need to look at some of the root causes 
of this challenge. we have 28 states that cover the 
inland waterways. Now the bandits don’t go to sea, 
the bandits actually start from somewhere. nImasa 
is just picking the short end at sea and the territorial 
waters. so is the nigerian navy. the two organisations 
are being over-stretched because of lack of attention to 
the internal security challenges within the 28 waterways 
states. we need to look at how we can curtail the 
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challenges within the internal waterways. Once that 
is reduced, the pressure on nImasa will reduce, the 
pressure on nigerian navy will reduce because nigerian 
navy by status is supposed to defend the territorial 
integrity of nigeria and that is to secure our waters 
against external aggression. yes, piracy issue will come 
into it and that is because piracy by definition is an 
international crime. we can free nigerian navy from 
all these aspects, that is why we need to re-visit the 
maritime security architecture, particularly the internal 
aspects of security. to secure those waterways, we 
need to involve the nigeria Police because the nigeria 
Police have the statutory responsibility for securing 
the internal waterways. we have another organisation 
called nIwa (national Inland waterways authority) that 
is supposed to be determining the regulations on the 
internal waterways. so until that happens, nImasa will 
continue to be over-stretched. nImasa is taking up a 
lot for itself but the other agencies need to take up 
their positions. until that happens, “poor” nImasa, 
everybody will be bashing nImasa.  

you are an experienced marine engineer who has 
contributed a lot to the maritime industry. How did 
you acquire such enormous wealth of experience?

I spent about 16 years with lloyds registry in london 
as a Senior Surveyor to the classification society and that 
exposed me to the international dimension of the maritime 
industry. It was a privileged position, but naturally, it 
comes with that desire to see continuous improvement 
in the industry, both locally and internationally. being at 
that privileged position with lloyds registry in london 
gave me an opportunity to be able to see nigeria as a 
small part of the global dimension. but then, you will 
see that Nigeria has significant opportunity. Therefore, 
it will be uncharitable for you not to give back to your 
own country what you’ve gained at the international 
level in terms of how to see things done better in 
nigeria. It hurts when you see somebody invest millions 
of dollars in the maritime sector and that money goes 

with little or no return on investment. It is grossly 
unfair not to be able to help, no matter how little. It 
gives satisfaction.

What is your advice to would-be investors in the 
Nigerian maritime industry?

for the investors, one thing is that the maritime sector 
in Nigeria is not an industry where you can afford to 
cut corners. just think of those who invested in planes, 
or see those planes falling from the sky. Imagine if we 
have in a day 20 planes fall down from the sky, the 
nigerian aviation sector will be in deep trouble. but 
we have had situations where about 20 ships were 
washed ashore so many years back. That’s the extent 
of technical regulation, compliance and verification. if 
you want to cut corners, this is not the industry you 
should be in. like I always say, quality ships get quality 
money. maintain quality ships and your ships will get 
engagements. for the younger ones who want to go 
into the maritime profession, it is a vocation that you 
must be willing to go to sea, you must be willing to 
go into tanks to inspect tanks, you must be willing to 
listen to very rough engines at night and understand 
what the challenges are. you must be willing to get 
your hands dirty. but for those who actually want to go 
into the industry, it is a very challenging and rewarding 
environment because it is one of those industries where 
you see the result of what you think and what you have 
done. for those who want to have that satisfaction, 
this is the place to go. but for those who think it’s for 
quick money, go and look for something else to do.
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  he director-general of the nigerian  
  maritime administration and safety agency  
  (nImasa), dr. dakuku Peterside, has  
  stated that security in the nigerian  
  maritime domain is a work in progress  
  that requires the commitment of every  
  stakeholder to ensure optimum safety 
of all investments in the sector.

speaking to journalists in lagos, dakuku stated that 
the agency was taking the lead on the issue of maritime 
safety in the entire west and central african sub-region, 
noting that safety and security in the gulf of guinea 
have a direct impact on the nigerian economy.

the nImasa director general noted that there were 
a lot of factors that contribute to the cost of products 
coming into the country through the seas, which makes 
it very important to tackle insecurity in the waterways.

according to the dakuku, “we must ensure the security 
of the gulf of guinea because nigeria is not isolated 
from whatever happens in the region which may lead 
to negative economic impact, or increase in the cost 
of insurance or war premium insurance and ultimately 
lead to high cost of goods and services which will be 
borne by the consumer of the goods and services.”

while noting that 65 per cent of cargo heading to 
the region ends up in nigeria, dakuku, who is also 
the current chairman of the association of african 
maritime administrations (aama) said that securing 
the nation’s territorial waters is a work in progress 
that requires the commitment of all stakeholders and 

nigerian Maritime security, 
Work in Progress – Dakuku
• Says regional Maritime Security key to 
Nigeria’s economic Development

t
neighbouring countries. he said the management of 
nImasa had recognised this fact and is implementing 
international regulatory instruments in collaboration 
with various countries in the region to checkmate 
criminal activities.

In his words, “no maritime crime occurs within a 
jurisdiction alone. Very often the trend is that maritime 
crime starts from one jurisdiction and ends in another. 
the only way we can tackle maritime crime is all of us 
working together and there have been several regional 
initiatives in that respect to tackle maritime crime. 
apart from the ecOwas Integrated maritime strategy, 
you have the africa Integrated maritime strategy, you 
have the gulf of guinea commission dealing with the 
same thing. there are several sub-regional and regional 
initiatives to tackle maritime insecurity. so I see a lot 
of potential in regional collaboration and integration.”

he said that on the home front, the agencies of the 
government, especially in the transport sector, had 
seen collaboration as the way to go and that this has 
occasioned the renewal of the mou between nImasa 
and the nigerian navy as well as partnership with other 
sister parastatals.

Dakuku also noted that the agency’s goal in the 
implementation of the International ships and Ports 
facility security (IsPs) code is 100% implementation 
level stating that the agency is still not resting on its 
laurels after achieving over 90% implementation level 
within a short period of being appointed the designated 
authority of the implementation of the code.
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By anthony Preye Preghafi 

  rom time immemorial the sea has  
  been fundamental to human life. the  
  use of the sea by man is greatly influenced  
  by two classical antithetic schools of  
  thought. the french jurist r. j. dupuy  
  aptly metaphorically captures these  
  opposing thoughts in his book, the 
sea under national competence, as follows “the sea 
has always been lashed by two major contrary winds; 
the wind from the high seas towards the land is the 
wind of freedom; the wind from the land towards the 
high seas is the bearer of sovereignties. the law of 
the sea has always been in the middle between these 
conflicting forces.”

the renowned dutch jurist, hugo grotius, in 1609 
published the book titled ‘mare liberrum’ or The 
Free Sea. This was the first classic exposition of the 
doctrine of the freedom of the seas which has been 
the essence of modern law of the sea. to sustain the 
british imperialistic interest, john selden, in apparent 
reply to grotius’s work, published the mare Clausum 
in 1618 that lent support to the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the high sea. the two philosophies are very critical, 
and their attendant interests are being balanced in 
contemporary law of the sea.

rights and duties of coastal 
states in Maritime Zones

f

tyPology of Marine sPaces

for the purpose of this work, marine spaces are 
divided into two main categories-marine space under 
national jurisdiction and marine spaces beyond national 
jurisdiction. the former category contains Internal 
waters, territorial seas, International straits, archipelagic 
waters, contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone and 
continental shelf; while the latter contains the high 
seas and the area.

this work will critically examine in-depth the 
coastal state rights and duties in the internal waters 
and other marine spaces listed above will be treated 
in subsequent series.

the marine spaces, such as the Internal waters, 
territorial sea, International straits, and archipelagic 
waters are governed by territorial sovereignty. this 
means that a coastal state in its territory can exercise 
legislative and enforcement jurisdiction over all matters 
and all people in an exclusive manner unless international 
law provides otherwise.  

internal Waters

Internal waters are viewed as an integral part of 
coastal state. hence, they are not exhaustively discussed 
in the law of the sea convention.  both in article 5 of 
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1958 geneva convention and article 8 of the united 
nations convention on law of the sea provide that 
internal waters are those waters which lie landward of 
the baseline from which the territorial sea is measured. 
Internal waters encompass: (i) parts of the sea along 
the coast down to the low water mark, (ii) Ports and 
harbours, (iii) estuaries, (iv) land-ward waters from 
the closing line of bays, and (v) waters enclosed by 
straight baselines. It is important to note that internal 
waters do not include waters within the land territory 
and land-locked waters or lakes. the seaward limit 
of internal waters is determined by a baseline from 
which the territorial sea is measured.

legal statUs of internal Waters

the coastal state exercises full sovereignty over 
its internal waters as stated in article 2 (1) of the law 
of the sea as follows: “the sovereignty of a coastal 
state extends, beyond its land territory and internal 
waters and, in the case of an archipelagic state, its 
archipelagic waters, to an adjacent belt of sea, described 
as the territorial sea.”

the coastal state therefore, exercises sovereignty 
and there is no right of innocent passage of foreign 
vessels in the internal waters. the only exception to 
this rule is that where straight baselines are drawn 
along an indented coast enclosing as internal waters 
areas that had not been considered as such, a right 
of innocent passage continues to exist through those 

waters. this rule had judicial imprimatur in the fisheries 
case of uK and norway decided by the International 
court of justice in 1951.

access to Ports

the ports are under the territorial sovereignty 
of the coastal state; considering the fact that the 
state may regulate the entry of foreign vessels to its 
ports. there is no right of entry of a foreign vessel 
into the ports under customary international law. the 
International court of justice in the nicaragua case 
stated: “It is also by virtue of its sovereignty that the 
coastal state may regulate access to its ports.”  

nuclear-powered ships and ships carrying noxious 
substances can enter a port only with the permission 
of coastal state. also, by virtue of article 211(3) a 
coastal state can establish requirements for the 
prevention, reduction and control of pollution of 
the marine environment as a condition for entry of 
foreign vessels into their ports or internal waters or 
for a call at the off-shore terminal.

due to the importance of accessing the ports, 
bilateral treaties of “friendship, commerce and 
navigation” that confer entry to ports for foreign 
merchant ships are executed by countries. there is 
also the multilateral treaty of 1923 geneva convention 
and statute on the International regime of maritime 
Ports providing for a reciprocal right of access to, 
and equality of treatment within maritime ports. 
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nevertheless, there is the presumption that ports 
of the coastal state are open to merchant vessels 
unless provided otherwise.

shiPs in distress at sea

for humanitarian and safety reasons, a foreign 
vessel in distress has a right of entry under customary 
international law. a ship in distress enjoys immunity 
in many respects. the immunity includes arrest, local 
health, immigration, criminal laws, tax laws, port charges 
etc. however, the burden of proof to establish distress 
is on the party making the claim.  In the eleanor case 
(1809) it was held that ‘real and irresistible distress 
must be at all times a sufficient passport for human 
beings under any such application of human laws’.

In recent times coastal states are very reluctant 
to grant port of refuse to foreign vessels in distress 
due to fear of environmental pollution by such vessels. 
a case in point was france, which refused to give 
refuge to erika in 1999. In december 2000 the castor 
was on a voyage from Constanza, Romania, to lagos, 
nigeria when the vessel developed a large crack on 
the main deck off the coast of morocco. The vessel’s 
request for a place of refuge was denied by morocco, 
algeria, france, gibraltar, greece, Italy, malta, spain 
and tunisia because the ship was carrying persistent 
oil. In 2002 spain ordered the oil tanker Prestige to 
be towed out to sea from the bay of biscay.

The qualification of the right of a vessel in distress 

is provided in the guidelines on Places of refuge for 
ships in need of assistance adopted on 5 december 
2003 by ImO. Paragraph 3.12 states: “where permission 
to access a place of refuge is requested, there is no 
obligation for the coastal state to grant it, but the 
coastal state should weigh all the factors and risks 
in a balanced manner and give shelter whenever 
reasonably possible.”

JUrisdiction of coastal state over foreign 
vessels in internal Waters

the general rule, as earlier stated, is that foreign 
vessels in the ports and internal waters are subject 
to the territorial sovereignty of the coastal state. 
nevertheless, such vessels are subject to the flag 
state laws, which are enforced through the captain 
and the local consul. the coastal state only enforces its 
laws in cases where their interest is affected; matters 
relating solely to the “internal economy” of the ship 
are left to the authorities of the flag state. the coastal 
state’s jurisdiction will be asserted where the offence 
committed on board affects the peace or good order 
of the port or where the captain of the ship or the 
consul of the flag state requests their intervention. In 
the tempest (1859), a french court held that homicide 
of a fellow crew member compromised the peace of 
the port, and therefore brought the ship under local 
jurisdiction.

another instance where the coastal state will 
intervene is when the issue involves non-crew 
members. It is instructive to note that warships and 
other government ships operated for non-commercial 
purposes enjoy sovereign immunity. also members 
of the crew ashore enjoy immunity. It is pertinent to 
mention that in 2012, justice frimpong of the ghana 
high court ordered the arrest of “ara libertad”, an 
argentina warship. the order was later quashed by 
the Supreme Court of ghana, thereby affirming the 
customary international law position of the sovereign 
immunity of the warships.



  n a bid to enhance effective operations  
  of shipping activities in the maritime sector,  
  the nigerian maritime administration  
  and safety agency (nImasa) has inaugurated  
  a caretaker committee for the take-off  
  of the final billing system for the collection  
  of 3% levy on gross freight from all 
inbound and outbound vessels in nigeria. 

the director general of nImasa, dr. dakuku Peterside 
who inaugurated the committee at the nImasa 
headquarters in lagos, also stated that the decision 
of the agency to commence this system was part of 
the evolving operational processes for improved service 
delivery in line with global best practices.

speaking further, the dg stated that the move by the 
agency is a response to the yearnings of the shipping 
association of nigeria and other stakeholders who 
have made several requests, which includes the issues 
relating to the final billing system among other issues to 

niMasa commences 
final Billing regime to 
enhance operations

…Inaugurates interim committee

i
the agency, towards the development of the shipping 
industry in nigeria.

“On our part as a responsible government agency, we 
have come to realize that no business can thrive in an 
atmosphere of uncertainty and the current government 
led by President muhammadu buhari is committed to 
the ease of doing business; the government has invested 
a lot of time and resources to reduce bottlenecks that 
we encounter in doing business in this clime with the 
intent of enhancing best global practices”, the dg said.  

accordingly, dr. Peterside stated that on the 1st 
january, 2018 as promised the agency introduced a 
reviewed 3 per cent freight rates benchmark which 
had a great deal of Stakeholders’ input and reflects 
the contemporary trends in international shipping as 
requested by our stakeholders.

also, in order to demonstrate the agency’s commitment 
for an improved maritime sector, the nImasa dg 
noted disclosed that the agency’s billing time has 
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been drastically reduced 
to below 12 hours from 72 
hours and assured that in a 
few months from now the 
billing system will further 
reduce to two hours with 
the coming on stream of the 
automation programme, the 
sage 3 enterprise resource 
Plan (erP).

In his words, “we are by this 
re-enacting our commitment 
to creating enabling business 
environment for shipping 
businesses to thrive. we are 
not yet at our destination 
but we are surely making 
significant progress towards 
our goal. In a few years from 
now, we would look back to 
realize how far we have come 
with little accompaniments 
such as this”  

while also acknowledging 
the co-operation of the 
stakeholders over the years, the nImasa dg used the 
opportunity to seek their continuous collaboration with 
the agency, which will give room for a more conducive 
and robust maritime sector. “I crave your patriotism in 
dealing with us at all times as we are well disposed 
to running a democratic and transparent final billing 
system”, he said.

the high-point of the event was the unveiling of 
the prototype of the final billing system document 

and the inauguration of the interim committee for 
the billing system.

dr. Peterside who inaugurated the committee charged 
them to draw the framework, guidelines and conduct 
a proper election for permanent leadership for the 
committee. the interim committee is expected to 
complete their task within the next eight weeks.

The final billing regime is to ensure that within a 
month of a vessel’s call at our ports, the final bill would 
have been issued and all records reconciled.
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l-r: ahmed, engr. mattew alalade, mr. 
felix akingboye, dakuku, and fashakin

l-r: nImasa board member, barr. ebele Obi; executive director, maritime labour and cabotage services, nImasa, mr. gambo 
ahmed; nImasa board chairman, gen. jonathan India garba (rtd); deputy governor, delta state, barr. Kingsley Otuaro; director 
general, nImasa, dr. dakuku Peterside; nImasa board member, barr. Kenneth asekome and executive director, Operations, 
engr. rotimi fashakin

dakuku (right) receiving Otuaro while garba looks on 

2018 day of 
the seafarer
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l-r: ahmed; fashakin; a stakeholder; dakuku; comrade francis bunu; Otuaro, and garba

a cross-section of 
seafarers cutting the 
cake to mark the day

a cross-section of participants at the event

ahmed (right) in a handshake with Otuaro
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seminar for Maritime Media
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  he director-general of the nigerian  
  maritime administration and safety  
  agency (nImasa), dr. dakuku Peterside,  
  has stated that regional cooperation is  
  key to the safety and security of inbound  
  and outbound goods and services to  
  africa through the seas. 

dakuku, who said this while speaking at a technical 
workshop on Prospects, challenges and Opportunities 
for regional collaboration on the sidelines of the just-
concluded Offshore Technology Conference (OTC) in 
houston, texas, in the united states of america, equally 
noted that the development of the maritime sector on 
the african continent is hinged on regional cooperation. 

he further assured the select international stakeholders 
of a renewed effort to enhance safety and security 

regional cooperation key to 
african Maritime security, 
development – Dakuku

• envisages continental cargo increase

t
in the gulf of guinea based on sustainable regional 
cooperation.

The NimaSa Dg who was represented by the agency’s 
executive director Operations, engineer rotimi fashakin, 
said that efforts at regional collaboration have led to 
signing of a memorandum of understanding with the 
ghanaian maritime administration amongst others. he 
added that africa particularly the sub-saharan region of 
the continent stands to benefit from regional cooperation 
as this will enhance participation in international shipping 
thus reversing the current trend of the region having 
only an insignificant part of international cargo freight.

he noted that the federal government of nigeria 
supports regional integration as demonstrated with the 
approved Integrated national security strategy (Inss) 
for the nigerian maritime sector which is designed to 
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be implemented in collaboration with other countries 
in the gulf of guinea (gog).

“the oil & gas industry needs the maritime sector, 
particularly shipping, which is international in nature 
for it to thrive. the fact that shipping is international in 
nature makes collaboration particularly at the regional 
level inevitable. this will serve as a catalyst for growth 
in the industry and we at NimaSa have recognized this 
fact, thus our numerous collaborative efforts which 
have begun to yield fruits,” he said.

the dg informed the stakeholders that nImasa has 
established a command and control centre for enhanced 
situation awareness, response capability, law enforcement 
and regional cooperation amongst others, all geared 
towards an improved water security and by extension, 
the entire region.

dakuku, who is the current chairman of the association 
of african maritime administrations (aama), also assured 
the international community that nImasa will continue 
to collaborate with other countries in sub saharan-africa 
and beyond in order to realize its vision of a prosperous 
maritime sector in nigeria and the west and central 

african sub-region.
while calling for continuous collaboration amongst 

partners across continents, the nImasa dg noted 
that improved profiling and information sharing on 
maritime criminality and illegality, enhanced maritime 
domain awareness, and surface to air patrol capabilities, 
functional legal framework, integration of national inter-
agency efforts, amongst others are factors that can 
help bring solutions to the issues related to insecurity 
in the maritime domain.

On his part, the chairman of nImasa governing board, 
rtd general jonathan India garba noted that regional 
collaboration in the maritime sector is an effective 
measure to grow both human and infrastructural capacity 
in the maritime sector, adding that the nImasa board 
supports the agency’s executive management’s efforts 
at regional integration.

meanwhile, the group managing director of the 
nigerian national Petroleum corporation, nnPc maikanti 
baru, during his visit to the nImasa stand at the Otc, 
commended the agency’s management for its efforts 
in seeking collaboration to grow the industry in nigeria.
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  he nigerian maritime administration  
  and safety agency (nImasa) has  
  inaugurated marine litter marshals to  
  assist the agency in ridding the  
  oceans of unwanted waste materials  
  that could cause environmental  
  degradation and also impede safety 
of navigation on the nation’s territorial waters.

Speaking during the flag-off ceremony of the 
first phase with 120 marshals held at the Nigerian 
maritime resource development centre in lagos, the 
director-general of the agency, dr. dakuku Peterside 
charged nigerians on the sustainable use of the ocean 
resources and added that there are so many activities 
dependent on the ocean; hence the need to ensure 
it is clean and properly utilised.

sea Protection: 
niMasa inaugurates 
Marine litter Marshals

  As Dakuku Charges Nigerians on 
Sustainable Use of Ocean Resources
  120 Marshals Commence First Phase

t
accordingly, the dg said, “the state of health of the 

ocean is related to the state of our health and our 
economy; therefore we must stop the indiscriminate 
dumping of materials in our ocean”.

he stated that marine litter directly affects ocean life, 
marine habitats, human health, and navigational safety 
with potential impacts on socio-economic development 
of nations. this he stressed necessitated the agency 
to collaborate with the united nations environment 
Program (uneP) global Partnership action (gPa) in 2015 
to carry out a scientific study on marine litter challenge 
in nigeria, thereby culminating in the development 
of the national action plan on marine litter and its 
campaign concept.

dakuku, who used the opportunity to charge the marshals 
to go to the ports, coastlines and littoral communities 
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and enlighten them on the need to maintain cleaner 
oceans, enjoined them to also keep watch and ensure 
that the right thing is done so that our eco system 
can be preserved. he warned that the agency will not 
condone indiscriminate dumping of waste at sea.  

also speaking at the event was a marine environment 
expert and the President of the waste management 
society of nigeria, Professor Osinbajo Oladele, who 
applauded the initiative and described the agency as 
a beacon of hope to the rest of africa. he said there 
is the need to preserve our oceans as it holds a lot of 
opportunities in developing the nation.

he said there was the need for inter-generational 
equity of our resources, which means the survival of the 
eco system is dependent on this present generation as 
it will affect the future generation.“The environment 
is not a gift from our parents, but a loan from our 
children. we must therefore do all we can to preserve 
it,” Professor Oladele said.

t may be recalled that the convention on the 
Prevention of marine Pollution by dumping of wastes 
and Other matter 1972, commonly called the “london 
convention” and also abbreviated as marine dumping, is 
an agreement to control pollution of the sea by dumping 
and to encourage regional agreements supplementary 

to the convention. It covers the deliberate disposal at 
sea of wastes or other matter from vessels, aircraft, 
and platforms.

according to global statistics, roughly 80 per cent 
of marine pollution originates on land. to address 
this, strong coordinated action is needed. the un has 
championed a cause for the global Programme of action 
for the Protection of the marine environment from 
land-based activities, which nImasa has also keyed 
into in order to establish and strengthen voluntary and 
a multi-stakeholder partnerships on nutrient pollution, 
marine litter and water wastes.

consequently, the coordinator of the project and 
deputy director, marine and environment management 
of nImasa, dr. felicia mogo pointed out that the 
initiative is to ensure proper solid waste management 
and in particular prevent materials like plastic waste 
and other dangerous items from reaching our waters.   

nImasa as the agency of government responsible 
for marine environment management in its continuous 
quest to reposition the nigerian maritime sector in 
line with global best practices has taken the step to 
engage some young nigerians as marine litter marshals 
who are expected to ensure that the oceans are kept 
clean and safe.



By chalya shagaya 

  lastic pollution has become the number  
  one pollutant of the seas and oceans.   
  the threat to marine life and the  
  environment as a whole is alarming.  at  
  the united nations environment assembly  
  in nairobi in 2017, about 200 countries  
  signed a resolution to eliminate plastic 
pollution in the seas, reaffirming one of the united 
nations sustainable development goals geared toward 
conserving the oceans and seas and the sustainable 
use of marine resources for global development.   

studies have shown that plastic pollution in our waters 
poses not only a health hazard to humans, but also 
to marine species and is hazardous to environmental 
sustainability. hundreds of thousands of plastic items 
and bottles are used on a daily basis and majority of 
this ends up in surrounding waters and the ocean at 
large. unfortunately, plastic has become a large part 
of human consumables.  they are not being properly 
discarded or recycled. a study [1]published in 2017 
estimated that between 1.15 and 2.41 million tonnes 
of plastic enter the oceans via rivers annually.

as plastic remains in the environment for centuries, 
the trillions of plastic pieces accumulating in water 
bodies form part of a global pollution issue that affects 

Plastic Pollution and 
retardation of Maritime 
development

P

all coastal countries especially in africa[2]. eighty 
percent (80%) of the continent’s gross Domestic 
Product (gdP) is concentrated in just 11 african 
countries that have prominent coastlines. they are 
nigeria, south africa, algeria, angola, egypt morocco, 
sudan, tunisia, Kenya, ghana and libya. 

Plastic waste generation rates and Projects addressing 
waste management in africa and Plastic bag Policies.
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mismanaged plastic in africa in thousands of 
tonnes as of 2010 (green circles) and projection 
of waste mismanagement forecast in 2025 given 
current practices (yellow circles). (for interpretation 
of the references to colour in this figure legend, the 
reader is referred to the web version of this article.)

Plastics are useful in various ways. however, adequate 
plastic waste collection and recycling systems are 
lacking in nigeria and many other african countries.[3]

Plastic pollution also has other adverse implications 
for land and its inhabitants. a study carried out in five 
continents in 2017 by the university Of minnesota 

school Of Public health revealed that 83 percent of 
tap water samples taken around the world contained 
plastic pollutants.[4]

Plastic pollution also poses significant economic 
costs: not only is the cost of cleaning up plastic debris 
from seas expensive, but also excessive pollution can 
negatively affect tourism and thus the macro-economy. 
Plastic pollution spreads across countries, creating 
a regional problem with high costs for economically 
important sectors such as tourism and fishing. 
while the plastic pollution crisis cannot be resolved 
overnight, it is critical that the necessary measures be 
taken to begin to reduce the dangers that it poses 
to our environment, starting with enforcement of 
recycling used plastic containers, rather than carelessly 
discarding them into the environment since they are 
not biodegradable.

charity they say begins at home.  while people 
may look to their various governments on all levels 
to come up with solutions to plastic pollution in the 
environment and waters, it is up to them to assist 
by recycling all plastics.  humans are the problem; 
therefore, the solution lies with them because 
evidentially, recyclable plastic disposed of into the 
ocean has serious consequences on everyone and 
the environment.
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By JUde nJokU 

  hat is happening at the lagos ports can  
  only be described as a national  
  embarrassment. what nobody seems  
  to be reckoning with is the economic  
  hemorrhage occasioned by the situation.  
  I will explain this later. the more  
  problematic situation now is that 
everybody has suddenly turned into a port management 
expert, adding more confusion to an already rowdy 
situation. all manner of ideas and solutions are being 
propounded everyday by different people on national 
television and road side newsstands. most of these 
views and ideas are products of an irritated populace, 
who are dismayed by what they see and experience 
every day along the port access roads and wish to 
see this irritant removed. what is required to solve 
this problem are solutions proffered from the point 
of view of knowledge and scientific analyses.

when the symptom of an illness is mistaken as 
the illness itself, the result is usually a constant 
reoccurrence of the symptoms. what manifests in the 
form of congested ports and port access road gridlocks 
are just symptoms of a greater illness. just like any 
other illness, the symptom is what keeps the patient 

decongesting lagos 
Ports, access roads

W

uncomfortable; the patient can do anything to remove 
the symptoms and sometimes, when palliatives are 
given, the patient experiences temporary relief only 
for the symptoms to resurface again.  this is exactly 
what has been happening with the port access road 
and the persistent port congestion which seems to 
have defied all solutions in the past, given the number 
of committees and taskforces that have been set up 
in the past to decongest the ports and clear the port 
access roads.

a chronic illness they say deserves a drastic therapy. 
It is therefore important that we look beyond the 
congested ports and port access roads and find out 
what is actually causing the port congestion, which is 
spilling over into lagos roads. to simply conclude that 
the ports have reached their installed capacities  or that 
immediately after the completion of the port access 
road by dangote, all the trucks will vanish from the 
roads, is at best being too simplistic  and is tantamount 
to mistaking the symptoms as  the actual  illness.

from my research and analysis, there are two   major 
causes of the entire problems, first the high dwell 
time of cargo in the port and secondly, the direct 
return of empty containers by trucks back to the port. 

the dwell time of cargo in the port is the amount 
of time it takes for an imported cargo to exit the port 
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or an export cargo to be loaded on board a vessel.
a lot of factors can hamper the quick evacuation of 

cargoes from the port. a sea port is a transit terminal 
for cargoes, a platform connecting the sea and the 
land.  goods are not supposed to stay in it beyond 
the period it takes to load and offload, except in 
exceptional cases.

 whenever a seaport starts to serve other purposes 
other than loading and offloading of goods   or   the 
quick exit of cargoes is hampered by other extraneous 
factors, congestion will start building up.

The agency’s cargo traffic analysis has shown that 
a container vessel with up to 2000 containers can 
offload completely within 48hours in apapa port.  
available evidence also shows that it takes nothing 
less than two months or more to evacuate the same 
2000 containers out of the port.

the question then is, if it takes a ship just two days 
to offload 2000 containers, why should it take over two 
months to evacuate the same number of containers 
from the port?

 from the research I have conducted, a lot of factors 
are responsible for this situation. they are:
1.   Over dependence on land transportation for the 

evacuation of goods out of the ports.
even if the 2000 containers mentioned above are to 

leave the ports without customs clearance or any other 
inhibition, it will require 2000 trucks to move them 
out of the port.  assuming the 2000 trucks are lined 
up, ready to load, the line will stretch up to 30,000 
meters or 30 kilometers given that a 40foot truck is 
approximately 50 foot or 15meters in length. If the 
trucks line up on a single straight line along Oshodi-
apapa expressway, it will stretch beyond shagamu.

It takes a minimum of 30 minutes for a truck to drive 

in, load and get outward clearance and come out of 
the port.  If we assume that the ports are working 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, it will take 60, 000 
minutes or 1000, hours, or 41.666 days to evacuate 
the goods out of the port. we are just talking about 
one single discharge in a port that handles several 
of this kind of vessel in a week.   we have also not 
considered the fact that each container loaded out is 
likely to have the empty container returned back to 
the port, which means another 2000 vehicles coming 
back. One can then appreciate why the traffic gridlock 
along the port access road is as bad as it is.

2. manual physical examination in the port.
 we all know that no cargo leaves the port without 

customs clearance. It is estimated that customs clearance 
takes an average of 4 working days for goods without 
blemish. this is primarily caused by the policy of 100% 
physical examination, which is an outdated practice all 
over the world, but still obtainable in nigeria. Other 
factors that delay quick evacuation of cargoes from 
the port are
1.  limited cargo handling equipment in the port.
2. shortage of space for positioning of cargo for 

examination by terminal Operators.
3.   the lack of container depots to receive empties.
4.   lack of scanners and weigh bridge to fast-track 

customs examination.
5.  the fact that some importers abandon their cargo 

in the port either because of lack of money to clear 
their goods out of the port or intentionally, so as 
to bid for the same cargo through auctioning.

6. the multiple and confusing management of vehicular 
traffic in the ports as a result of port partitioning 
to different owners
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7. the possibility that the congestion in the ports 
may benefit both terminal operators and shipping 
companies through demurrage payment.

with all the above factors one can then appreciate 
why we are in the mess we are exper4iencing, and 
why the cargo dwell time in our ports is one of the 
highest in the world.

The greatest effect of the entire port situation is 
the economic hemorrhage, as I earlier mentioned. 
according to an nPa report on cargo throughput within 
the first 10 years of port concession, 2006-2015, a 
total of eleven million six hundred and twenty eight 
thousand, four hundred and six (11,628,406) twenty 
footer equivalent containers (teu) was imported into 
the country through  apapa and tincan island ports. 
Presently it takes an average of 14 days to clear a 
container out of our port and return the same container 
back to the port. the shipping lines will only allow 3 free 
days and demurrage will be charged for the remaining 
11 days on the container. the average demurrage on 
1teu container is n6, 000 if you multiply by 11days 
each container will incur n66, 000 as demurrage. If 
you then multiply by 11,628,406 it will give a total 
demurrage payment of 697,704,436,000 (six hundred 
and ninety seven billion seven hundred and four million, 
four hundred and thirty six thousand naira only. an 
equivalent of $228,007,960.78 (two hundred and 
twenty eight million, seven thousand nine hundred 
and sixty dollars seventy eight cents) as demurrage 
on containers alone within the last ten years. terminal 
and vessel demurrages are not included. 

what can then be done to remedy the situation?
1.   Immediate connection of functional rail lines to the 

ports and the use of barges to evacuate cargoes 
to river ports

2.  discontinuation of customs clearance inside the 
ports. all cargoes must be evacuated to a location 
where port clearances should be done.

3.   all terminal operators must open an empty container 
terminal along the rail corridor where all the empty 
containers will be deposited and transferred straight 
to the port for loading.

4.  all import cargoes must be accompanied by a bank 
bond for the equivalent duty payment to avoid a 
situation where people will intentionally abandon 
their cargo in the port or because of lack of money 
to clear them

5.  Immediate installation of scanners and weigh bridges 
at the location where customs examination will 
take place to fast-track customs clearance. nigeria 
is the only country in the world still practicing 
100% manual cargo examination where scanners 
and weigh bridges will do the job in a fraction of 
a minute.

6.   manpower training: most of our port workers are 
not properly trained in modern port management 
system and port equipment handling. Priority should 
be accorded to this.

if the above steps are taken, port congestion and traffic 
gridlock within the port access road will be eliminated 
and so will corruption in the ports, which thrives on 
the present confusion we have found ourselves in.
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regulatory  operational  promotional  capacity building

Head office
maritime House,
4, burma road, apapa,
p.m.b 12861, g.p.o, marina, lagos, nigeria.

   info@nimasa.gov.ng
www.nimasa.gov.ng

#WeAreNIMASA

Using modern tools that guarantee efficiency and effectiveness,  
we are developing the Nigerian Maritime sector and creating an  
enabling environment for all stakeholders to operate.

 Ship Registration    Maritime Safety Administration
 Search And Rescue    Maritime capacity Development
 Cabotage Enforcement    Training And Certification of Seafarers
 Shipping Development    Marine Pollution Prevention And Control
 Maritime Labour Regulation
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nigerian navy international 
Maritime Conference 2018, Lagos.
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head, Public relations, nigerian 
maritime administration and 
safety agency (nImasa), mr. Isichei 
Osamgbi, presenting relief materials 
to the coordinator, bakassi Internally 
displaced Persons (IdPs) resettlement 
camp in bakassi, cross river state.

Chief Servicom Officer, NimaSa, 
mr. easton tuti hebron, during the 
presentation of relief materials to 
IdPs in adamawa state

director, Internal audit, nImasa, mr. Victor 
Onuzuruike, presenting relief items to National 
emergency management agency (Nema) officials 
at gubio IdPs camp in maiduguri, borno state.

niMasa donates relief 
Materials to idPs



SigNed: maNagemeNt

This Marine Notice is made following the consensus reached at the meeting between NIMASA and Oil Producers 
Trade Section (OPTS) of Nigerian Chamber of Commerce in July 2018 towards actualisation of the objectives of 
the Coastal and Inland Shipping (Cabotage) Act, 2003

NOTICE is hereby given as follows:
1. All Oil and Gas Operators shall mandatorily submit the following to NIMASA:
a. 5 year Marine Service/Vessels chartering or engagement plans.
b. Schedule of existing contracts or ongoing marine projects detailing:
i. The particulars of each contractor (including nationality, vessel ownership profile, head office address, etc.)
ii. Details of Type of Vessels/equipment, Vessel classification
iii. Zone or Location of engagement
iv. Vessel ownership, Crewing, Maintenance and Flagging/registration plans
v. Nature and Scope of Contract/Service
vi. Duration of engagement/Tenure (commencement and expiration dates)
vii. Contract value (in both local and foreign currrencies)

2. All Oil and Gas operators shall advertise for Expression of Interest and Prequalification of Tender for award of 
marine contract/vessel engagement in at least three National Newspapers and Nigerian Petroleum Exchange 
(NIPEX) Platform, citing compliance with Cabotage as a pre-requisite for award of such marine 
contract and vessel engagement in Coastal Trade. The publication is to allow a minimum of three (3) 
months bid due date.

3. All Oil and Gas operators shall inform NIMASA in writing of the date of the expiration of every existing marine 
contract Six (6) months prior to expiration of such contract.

4. Henceforth, all Oil and Gas operators must obtain NIMASA’s Certificate of No Objection prior to award of 
any marine related contract to a foreign firm on the basis of non-availability of local capacity to satisfactorily 
execute such job.

TAKE NOTE that NIMASA has mandated ALL Cabotage Officers to ensure STRICT compliance with this directive.

For further information, please contact:
The Head,
Cabotage Services Department
Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA)
4, Burma Road, Apapa, Lagos.
Email: victor.egejuru@nimasa.gov.ng
Phone:  07055792959

mariNe Notice 
(New caBotage comPliaNce Strategy- NccS)

SuBmiSSioN of VeSSel charteriNg/mariNe 
SerVice PlaN aNd demaNd forecaSt

NigeriaN  maritime  admiNiStratioN   
aNd Safety ageNcy (NimaSa)

(established under the Nigerian maritime administration and Safety agency act, 2007)
maritime house: 4 Burma road, apapa, P.m.B. 12861, lagos.
E-mail: info@nimasa.gov.ng    Website: www.nimasa.gov.ng

to ALL: oil and Gas operators/ international oil Companies.



iNterView

  s one with a wealth knowledge and  
  experience about maritime matters,  
  can you give an overview of the state  
  of the maritime industry in Nigeria?

  it’s been great, no doubt. my career  
  in the maritime industry started when  
  I was 18 years old, in 1972, as an engineer 
cadet. I became lead in 1990 as chief engineer for 10 
years, boarding a ship. it’s been great, but we need 
to do a lot more in the maritime industry because in 
the 21st century, there is an increase in the number 
of cadets that need to be taken on board because 
of the population increase in the country. In my time 
as an engineer cadet, there was opportunity.

as an 18 years old boy in 1972, there was so much 
opportunity in the country. I got a scholarship, 12 
of us from Nigeria were flown overseas to start a 
career at sea with full employment right from the 
very beginning, full scholarship, which is like what is 
overtaken now in nigeria. the challenge is so much 
more on the young ones to take a career at sea.

a
With Nigeria only recently out of recession, how 

are operators in the industry faring? Do you see a 
great future ahead?

certainly, I see better things ahead because I am 
beginning to see that the operators have got focus 
visa-a-vice what it takes to run a maritime industry. It 
is very much capital-intensive and the expertise that 
is required, if you haven’t got the expertise, you must 
also employ the correct experts, those who know 
how to run it.

furthermore, because of the recession, the challenge 
is that funds are not available. that means you must 
be prepared, else you are not going to succeed as 
an investor in the maritime industry.

the recession has created a challenge to remove the 
chaff from the grain and the grain are now coming up. 
we are beginning to see that in nigeria, it is possible 
for the indigene to run and partake in the maritime 
industry visa-a-vice shipping, both international, coastal 
and inland waterways shipping. 

engr. richard Owolabi, a maritime industry expert, 
discusses the issue of seafarers’ certification, 
among other subjects, in this interview with the 
voyage editorial crew

owolabi: Current investments 
in Maritime Sector offer 
Prospect of continuous growth
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are you of the opinion that a person must have 
maritime education or training to operate in the sector?

not necessarily, but it will be an added advantage if 
you have that background as an expertise. but then, 
you have an added requirement to have that business 
acquirement to be able to run business. I always tell 
my cadets and my younger ones, when you start as a 
career, you start as a professional and technical person, 
as you grow up the ladder, you become manager of 
persons. it is totally different from the expertise of 
being a technical person, now the expertise of how 
to manage properties, finance and human beings in 
order to achieve the goals of your shipping company.

talking about expertise, about two and a half 
years ago, when Dr. Dakuku Peterside was appointed 
Director-General of NiMaSa, some operators in the 
industry complained that he was not an expert. are 
you surprised that he has proved the doubters wrong 
with the unprecedented transformation taking place 
under his watch?

I believed dr. dakuku adol Peterside has done a 
good job so far because he has been able to draw 
in, synergise the academia, the professionals and 
stakeholders. he was able to bring them together 
to brainstorm as to the way forward, which is very 
pertinent for the industry.

there is always that interaction between the industry 

and the stakeholders by bringing them together to 
work as a team because no sector can actually run 
successfully without synergy. so I see that as a plus 
for dr. dakuku, because he was able to synergise by 
bringing the academia, the professionals and stakeholders 
together to be sure the agency’s goal is achieved.

in what other areas do you think Dakuku has 
performed exceptionally?

Very good. I have seen that within the period he 
came in or just before he came, the establishment 
of capacity for the maritime safety and seafarers 
Standard Department has been fortified. There are 
a lot more professionals that have experience in that 
particular department, that is a synergy.

for example, there was a meeting in accra, ghana, 
recently by the Port state control Visa. the honorable 
minister of transportation, rt. hon. rotimi amaechi, dg, 
nImasa, dr. dakuku Peterside, were in full attendance. 
the head, maritime safety and seafarers standard, was 
there and we could see Nigeria’s impact in Western 
and central africa. as a leader, dr. dakuku has driven 
every department as a core section for the mandate 
for agency.

the above-mentioned department is responsible 
for the issuance of certificate of competence (coc), 
adoptions and trainings. you were at the Maritime 

• Cadets on parade
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academy of Nigeria, Oron. Do you think MaN has done 
well over the years in terms of seafarers’ training 
and certification?

we are building up and we will continue to build up 
as a nation. my take is that as a nation, we need to 
build up on what we have on ground. It is very essential 
and important, else, you will go back to square zero 
and start all over again. whatever advantage you have 
already, build it up. It is the important point. maritime 
academy of nigeria, Oron, is one of the approved 
institutions, especially when it has to do with full-time 
courses relating to training of seafarers.

One of the major responsibilities of maritime academy 
of nigeria, Oron, is training of seafarers in line with 
international standards with the provisions of International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
watchkeeping for seafarers (stcw) 1978, as amended. 
man Oron is for training of cadets, while nImasa is 
to monitor other approved institutions in line with 
the requirements of regulation and quality content.

the training institutions must monitored continuously, 
which is the responsibility of nImasa. maritime 
academy of nigeria, Oron, is doing as much as it can 
but continuity and focus on the mandate must remain 
on the hot burner. the main mandate of maritime 
academy of nigeria is training of seafarers in line with 
the provisions of swtc, which nigeria is a party to 
and has domesticated. man Oron is about 30 to 40 
years old as an institution. we should be producing 
one of the best cadets in the world.

you do you support the suggestion by some 
stakeholders that MaN Oron should be upgraded 
to a degree-awarding institution? Do you think what 
is on the ground is good enough for an upgrade?

I believe what we have on the ground is good. 
but, of course, in the 21st century, you need highly 
intelligent, highly articulate cadets to be able to meet 
international standards. remember, man Oron is 
not just producing for the nigerian market, it is also 
producing to compete in the international market. 

for you to compete in the international market, you 
must produce cadets of the highest calibre. It is very 
important to those of us in the maritime industry. for 
nImasa and maritime academy of nigeria, our goal is 
to produce and represent nigeria in the international 
maritime industry. so whatever we are doing at the 
national level has to be good enough to compare with 
the international standards.

maritime academy Oron is doing so much as it can, 
but we have to look at it within the context and the 
environment in which it exists.

Some time ago, the quality of coc issued by Nigeria 
through NiMaSa used to be questioned in certain 
quarters. Does the country still have such problem?

we have quality men and women, especially in that 
particular department, that handle seafarers in maritime 
safety. the director, maritime safety and seafarers 
standards, is able to do the job and do it correctly. we 
have a lot of professionals that have the capability to 
do it. whatever the challenge is, it is not something that 
is unsurmountable; we can do it, I mean it is possible 
to do it. I have that belief we can still maintain it.

Certificate of competence (CoC) should be backed 
up with integrity at all levels. cadets must have 
certificates worthy of quality and integrity. We must 
acquit ourselves well in every environment and make 
sure that international standard is maintained at all 
times.

are you implying that there are times when the 
Nigerian coc does not really measure up?

No. We have certificates that are recognised. in my 
own time, for the first time, Certificates of Competence 
for watch Keepers were recognised by the maritime 
coastal agency (mca), uK. you know the british will 
never accept anything they are not sure of. they have 
people on the ground – the law, intelligence – and they 
will be able to check to know. One thing is certain, in 
my own time, you have to monitor activities yourself 
as a professional in order to maintain standard.

iNterView

• Owolabi



regulatory  operational  promotional  capacity building

Head office
maritime House,
4, burma road, apapa,
p.m.b 12861, g.p.o, marina, lagos, nigeria.

   info@nimasa.gov.ng
www.nimasa.gov.ng

#WeAreNIMASA

With our trained hands anchored for defense, we defend our 
waters against piracy and other economic saboteurs.



factS

star fish

dolphin

shark

Starfish have an eye on the end of 
each arm allowing them to see light, 
dark and simple shapes. Also, they can 
regrow lost arms, even if they only have 
a couple left. 

Dolphins are believed to be very 
intelligent. Female dolphins are called 
cows, males are called bulls and young 
dolphins are called calves.

Sharks can hear a fish swimming over one mile 
away, and can smell one drop of blood in a 
million drops of water. The upper and lower 
jaws of the shark are able to move, unlike 
humans and most other animals.
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Photo SPlaSh 



thevoyage 2018 q2 55

Photo SPlaSh: NimaSa doNateS relief materialS to idPs iN BorNo



self-Medication: 
dangers and 
Side-effects
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  oday, self-medication has become a  
  common and normal phenomenon among  
  adults and even the youth. unknowingly,  
  this act could be harmful or detrimental  
  to human health. no matter how mild  
  an illness may be, we are advised to seek  
  the help of a health professional, so 
as not to worsen the matter.

It is commonly said that health is wealth and one 
of the ways to ensure sound health is by observing 
periodic medical checks, rather than by resorting to 
self-medication and getting into more trouble.

drugs like antibiotics and pain killers are commonly 
used on a daily basis without the doctor’s prescription.

threat

Self-medication is okay to many of us. it’s just a 
crocein or some ‘safe’ antibiotic we believe we are 
ingesting as going to the doctor can be time consuming 
and expensive. but there are side-effects to this and 
very harmful ones at that.

the idea of self-medication even for small health 
issues can lead to complications. People tend to pop 

t
pills as they are popping candies. such medicines include 
pain relief drugs, cough syrups, laxatives, antibiotics, 
anti-allergy medicines, vitamins, and even antacids. 
and because these are over the counter (Otc) drugs, 
they are easy to obtain. but what we do not realise 
is that opting for self-medication makes us prone to 
allergies, drug-dependence, and even addiction.

unfortunately, there is very little or almost no 
awareness about the disadvantages of self-medication. 
sadly, we still go ahead and take doses randomly and 
don’t even check the composition of the medicine 
and are clueless about the side-effects of these on 
our body.

side effects

Popping pills may get us instant relief, but what we 
don’t realise is that it is not free of side-effects. at 
times, a patient may be under prescribed medication 
for different health issues, and self-medicating may 
lead to adverse reactions. this is because one drug 
may react differently when consumed with another 
drug. this can even lead to death. hence, consulting 
a doctor is a must.

health

Image: wOrld health OrganIzatIOn
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health

mariNe Notice

SuBmiSSioN of the 
SeafarerS traiNiNg 

record Book for ratiNgS

to all: shIP Owners, shIPPIng cOmPanIes, 
iNTeRNaTiONal Oil COmPaNieS (iOCS), 

shIP OPeratOrs, shIP masters, 
mannIng agents, seafarers, marItIme 

staKehOlders, and the PublIc

Pursuant to the agency’s statutory mandate to 
regulate and administer the certification of Seafarers 
in line with the International convention on standards 
of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 
seafarers, 1978 as amended, notice is hereby given: 

1. That all candidates for Certificates of Proficiency 
(cOP) examination MUst submit a cOmPleted 
seafarers traInIng recOrd bOOK along with 
other relevant documents when applying for 
assessment of eligibility.

2. That the categories of affected Certificates of 
Proficiency are listed hereunder;

a) rating as able seafarer deck-reg.II/5
b) rating as engine-reg.III/5 
c) rating forming part of navigational watch-reg.II/4
d) rating forming part of engineering watch-reg.III/4

3. that failure to comply with this directive shall 
render the defaulter(s) unqualified for assessment 
of eligibility with effect from 30th June 2018.

4. Please be guided accordingly.
for further information, please contact:

the head, 
maritime safety and seafarers standards department,
2nd floor, administration block,
nigerian maritime resource development centre,
nigerian maritime administration and safety agency 
(nImasa), Kirikiri, lagos, nigeria.
e-mail:  msssd@nimasa.gov.ng, 
 msssdnma@yahoo.com
tel:  +234 7034172913, +2349096417095,  
 +2348030555975,  +2349076361503

NigeriaN maritime admiNiStratioN 
aNd Safety ageNcy (NimaSa)

(established under the Nigerian maritime administration and Safety agency act, 2007)
maritime house: 4 Burma road, apapa, P.m.B. 12861, lagos.
E-mail: info@nimasa.gov.ng    Website: www.nimasa.gov.ng

SigNed: maNagemeNt

dosage

a major problem with self-medication is that 
we do not know about its dosage. this means 
we often underestimate its strength and the less 
said, the better about its composition. we must 
have a clue as to how the drug should be taken, 
its side-effects and even reactions. ignorance is 
not bliss in this case.

People take to self-medication because it is 
instant, and of course, there is no expense on 
the doctor. but when, eventually, they suffer 
from severe health issues, their medical expense 
increases two-fold. self-medication as a habit 
can damage one’s health irrevocably, causing 
disabilities and even premature death.

self-medication can lead to the damage of vital 
organs in the body and eventually death. It is, 
therefore, advised that over the counter drugs 
must be discouraged and substituted with periodic 
checks with approved hospitals and facilities.

• Partly culled from: https://pharmeasy.in/
blog/the-perils-of-self-medication/

5 dangers of 
SELf-MEdiCAtion
1. Inaccurate diagnosis.
2. using the wrong medications.
3. a Possible Overdose.
4. dangerous complications from mixing 

medications.
5. the chance of developing an addiction.



NIMASA Employee 
of the Month
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regulatiNg 
the maritime 
iNduStry
for a Better
Nigeria.
Using modern tools that guarantee efficiency and effectiveness, 
we are developing the Nigerian Maritime sector and creating an  
enabling environment for all stakeholders to operate.

•  Ship Registration           •  Maritime Safety Administration
•  Search And Rescue          •  Maritime Capacity Development 
•  Cabotage Enforcement           •  Training And Certification of Seafarers
•  Shipping Development         •  Maritime Pollution Prevention And Control
•  Maritime Labour Regulation

regulatory  operational  promotional  capacity building

Head office
maritime House,
4, burma road, apapa,
p.m.b 12861, g.p.o, marina, lagos, nigeria.

   info@nimasa.gov.ng
www.nimasa.gov.ng

#WeAreNIMASA



chartiNg 
the directioN
for maritime 
iN Nigeira.
With renewed and reinvigorated commitment, we are gearing the 
Nigerian maritime sector towards global standards.

•  Ship Registration            • Maritime Safey Administration
•  Seach And Rescue            • Maritime Capacity Development
• Cabotage Enforcement          • Maning and Certification of Seafarers
• Shipping Development          • Marine Pollution Prevention and Control
•Maritime Labour Regulation

regulatory  operational  promotional  capacity building

Head office
maritime House,
4, burma road, apapa,
p.m.b 12861, g.p.o, marina, lagos, nigeria.

   info@nimasa.gov.ng
www.nimasa.gov.ng

#WeAreNIMASA


